DVENT

PRAISE SERVICE
DECEMBER 8, 2024
SECOND SUNDAY INADVENT

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION During the prelude, prepare
your heart for worship: read the introduction, peruse the bulletin, find
the Scripture readings in the pew Bible, and focus your thoughts on the
Lord. You may pray. God of grace, You have given us minds to know
You, heartstolove You, and voicesto sing Your praise. Fill uswith
Your Spirit, that we may celebrate Your glory in spirit and truth,
through Jesus our Savior. AMEN.

CHILDREN We welcome children of all ages. The Children’s Li-
brary is availableif a child needs a break during the service.

INTRODUCTION Forerunners and messengers advance the ad-
vent of our God. While John the Baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be
the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophesy could as easily herald
the coming Lord Jesus as forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Finally, all the
baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so do-
ing, we prepare the way for the coming of the Lord and assist all fleshin
capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.”



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN (Pleaserise)
“On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”” (ELW #.249)

Text: Chatles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
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NVOCATION (&= All may make the sign of the cross))
P: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son 4f, and of the Holy
Spirit. C: AMEN.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P. Aspeople called out of darkness, let us confess our sinsand
seek mercy from the God of justice and righteousness.

(Please knedl.)
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“Kyrie” (WOV p 28)

Slenceis kept for reflection.
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Almighty God, C: We confessthat we have sinned against

You and against one another. Our words and deeds have
not proclaimed Your reign of mercy, justice, and truth.
We have failed to watch and pray for the signsof Your
advent among us. Forgiveusour sin. We await You
coming to save us. AMEN.

In the advent of Christ, the dawn from on high breaks upon us

with light and healing. Through Jesus Christ, God looks with fa-

vor upon us and forgives us al our sins.

GREETING (Pleaserise)
P. From the One Who was, Who is, and Who isto come: grace and

peace be with you all.
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C: And also with you.

C: AMEN.



WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME
HYMN OF PRAISE “God the Omnipotent!” (LBW # 462)
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Text: Henry F. Chorley. 1BOS-1872, sts. 1-2: John Ellerton, 18261893, sts. 34 alt.
Music: RUSSIAN HYMN. Alexis F. Lvov. 1799-1870
PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
L: Let us pray together: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to pre-

paretheway of Your only Son. By Hiscoming, giveto

all the people of the world knowledge of Your salvat

ion.

Baptize uswith thefireof Your Spirit, that we may bea
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light shining in the darkness, welcoming othersas Christ
has welcomed us, for Helivesand reignswith You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN.

(Please sit. Advent Wreath family comes forward.)

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel’” verse 1 (SBH # 2 tune 2)
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive lsrad,
That mournsin lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear .
Regoice, rgjoicel Emmanuel.
Shall cometothee, O Isradl.

Reader: Inthe short days and long nights of Advent, we realize
how we are always waiting for deliverance, always needing sal-
vation by our God. Around this wreath, we shall remember
God’s promises. No matter how dark the darkness may be,
we know the promise of this Second Candle of Peace and
its coming light is true.

(The lighting of the second candle.)

Let us pray together: Wepraise You, O God, for thisev- §
ergreen crown that marksour daysof preparation §
for Christ’s advent. As we light the second candle
on thiswreath, bring us peace with hope, that we may
beready to greet our Lord when He comeswith all the
saints and angels. Enlighten uswith Y our grace, and
prepareour heartsto welcome Him. Grant this
through Christ our Lord, Whose coming is certain and
Whose day draws near. AMEN.

(Advent Wreath family returnsto seats.)

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel’ verse 4 (SBH # 2 tune 2)

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
Our spiritsby Thine advent here;
Disper se the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Reoice, rgoicel Emmanue
Shall cometothee, O Isradl.

5



LIGHTING OF THE CHRISMON TREE

P. Gracious Father, let Y our blessing come upon us as we illumine
this Chrismon tree. Accept our thanks for this symbol of Y our
everlasting, evergreen presence and protection. Blessthissign
of the cross, shining with the light of Y our grace and mercy.
Lord Jesus, You are the light of the world. Holy Spirit, enable
all who see the light and symbols of this tree to eagerly wel-
come the true Light which never fades, the Word made flesh.

C: AMEN.
RESPONSIVE READING.... Luke 1:68-79

(congregation reads indented)

“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israd,

because He has come and hasredeemed His people.
He has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David

(asHe said through His holy prophets of long ago),
salvation from our enemies

and from the hand of all who hate us—
to show mercy to our fathers

and to remember His holy covenant,
the oath He swore to our father Abraham:

to rescue usfrom the hand of our enemies,
and to enable us to serve Him without fear

in holiness and righteousness before Him all our days.
And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;

for you will go on beforethe Lord

to preparetheway for Him,
to give His people the knowledge of salvation

through the forgiveness of their sins,
because of the tender mercy of our God,

by which therising sun will cometo usfrom heaven
to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into the path of peace.”
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PRAISE SONG “Purify My Heart”
(FC- guitar - Jeff Nelson) sing 2x
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
FIRST READING ...Malachi 3:1-7a...........Pew Bible p. 1490
P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanksbeto God.
SECOND READING...Philippians 1:1-11..........c........ p. 1825

P: Word of God, Word of Life.

C: Thanksbeto God.
.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Pleaserise) “The King Is Coming”
(Maj # 280 chorus - favorite - Gloria & William J. Gaither)
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3™ Chapter
C: GlorytoYou, O Lord.

GOSPEL ... LUKE 3:1-6.... e e, p. 1593
P: The Gospdl of theLord. C: Praiseto You, O Christ.

(Young children go to Children’s Church with Mrs. Kistler.)

SERMON (Pleasesit. Seeoutlinein Announcementsinsert.)
“Are You Prepared?”
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WE RESPOND IN FAITH

HYMN OF THE DAY (Pleaserise)
““O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide” (LBW # 38 tune: GRACE CHURCH)

Text: German spiritual song, Kéln, 1623; tr. Martin L. Seltz, 1909- 1967, alt.

Tune: Ignaz I Plevel 1757-1831

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believein God the Father, Almighty, Creator of heaven and

earth.
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| believein Jesus Christ Hisonly Son, our Lord, Who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and wasburied. He
descended into hell. On thethird day Heroseagain. He as-
cended into heaven, and is seated at theright hand of the Fa-
ther. Hewill come again to judge theliving and the dead.

| believein the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of
thebody, and thelifeeverlasting. AMEN.
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OFFERING We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are

needed more than ever. The plate is located at the back of the center
aide. Please place your offering and your Communication Card there
asyou comein or go out. Thank You!

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please kneel.)
Response: L: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth asit isin heaven.
Give usthisday our daily bread; And forgive usour trespasses,
aswe forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, But deliver usfrom evil. For Thineistheking-

dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN.

WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD

BLESSING

P. The Lord of peace strengthen your hearts as you await the com-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ with al the saints. Almighty God,
Father, 4t Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C: AMEN.

(Pleaserise)

SENDING HYMN “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations”
(Maj # 673 - favorite - H. Ernest Nichol) -

PASSING THE PEACE

L: Asweleaveto serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,
let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received. The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
POSTLUDE

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS

Everyoneisinvited to remain for fellowship and refreshments.
Shacks, coffee and hot water are available in the Gathering Place.
You can brew your own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.

ALTAR FLOWERS and BULLETINS are sponsored by:

Holy Cross for the Glory of God
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DECEMBER 8, 2024
SECOND SUNDAY iNn ADVENT

SERVANTSOF THE LORD TODAY
GREETER: 8:30-Volunteer/ 10:45-Sharon Branigan
SOUND: 8:30-Seth Miller / 10:45-Ken Y oxheimer
LIVESTREAM: 8:30-Jonah Kincaid
SONG LEADER: Pastor David
LITURGIST: 8:30-Seth Miller / 10:45-Lyn Stryker
WREATH: 8:30-Kincaid family / 10:45-Peters family
LECTOR: 8:30-Alyce Stein / 10:45-Kathy Ballek
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Ruthann Kistler
ALTAR GUILD: Alyce Stein & Patty Stein
COUNTERS: Karen Brown, Jan Stryker
SEXTON: Volunteers needed
PHONETREE: Jim Femister
PRAY ERS: Mike Zyskowski
PRAY ER CARE: Ruthann Kistler (610-217-0397)

Hely Cross Evangelical Lutheran Ghurch

a congregation of the

H
‘C—R@ﬁ NORTH AMERICAN /4

LUTHERAN({:
K CHURCH \y

2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017
Office (610) 867-6231 t Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Pastor (610) 867-9725 1 Holycrosspastor@rcn.com
Preschool (610) 867-9735 t FAX (610) 867-3755
www.holycrossbethlehem.com or www.holycrossbethlenem.life

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor Tt Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.
Nancy Cook, Music Director t Karen Brown, Secretary
Volunteers Needed, Sexton T Karen Steiner, Pre-school
LisaWechsler, Bookkeeper T Jim Femister, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship - 8:30 AM & 10:45 AM T Sunday School - 9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)

Cover Art: Augsburg Fortress. Hymns used by permission of Onelicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV. Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress,
and Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress.
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